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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 6 November on the following motion moved by Hon N.D. Griffiths (Minister for Racing and 
Gaming) - 

That pursuant to Standing Order 49(c), the Council take note of tabled paper No 657 (Consolidated 
Fund Estimates 2001-02), laid upon the Table of the House on 13 September 2001.  

HON CHRISTINE SHARP (South West) [5.49 pm]:  Clearly, in discussing the budget, which announced cuts 
to the public service amounting to $852 million over the next four years, one can identify inadequate funding in 
many important government programs.  I have decided to focus in my speech on the budget papers on the 
funding of youth programs, because I believe it is one of the most important areas for the Government to 
prioritise.  I would like to first discuss with members a report that was provided to me by the Great Southern 
Area Consultative Committee on the Prime Minister’s Youth Pathways Action Plan Task Force.  That is quite a 
title.  It is an important report not only for the length of the title, but also for some scary statistics it contains 
about Australia’s youth.  I shall read some of those statistics to members in the context of the state budget. 

Currently one in five children in Australia - that is, 800 000 - live in families that are entirely jobless.  It is 
estimated that on a typical night an estimated 37 000 young people between 12 and 24 years are homeless.  In 
1970, 575 000 15 to 19 year olds were in full-time employment.  In 1999 only 217 000 were employed full time; 
that is, only 16 per cent of 15 to 19 year olds.  In 1999 the proportion in full-time employment in the slightly 
older age bracket of 20 to 24 years decreased to 52 per cent from 66 per cent 10 years previously; that is, slightly 
more than half the young people over the age of 20 have full-time employment.  Australia has the second highest 
proportion of unemployed 15 to 19 year olds among the 25 Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development countries. 

Between 1978 and 1996 the suicide rate of young males in Australia more than doubled, and is the fifth highest 
in the world.  In 1998, 229 600 young people aged between 15 and 24 had a disability.  In 1997 there were 
45 000 sole parents aged between 20 and 24.  In 1997, 27 per cent of 18 to 24-year-olds had a mental health 
problem.  Lastly, the retention rate to year 12 for indigenous young Australians is fewer than half that of other 
students.  These are important and significant figures relating to the state of youth in our nation.  Equally as 
concerning is the fact that the Prime Minister’s task force conducted a survey of 2 000 young people, which 
indicated that 39.2 per cent - fewer than 40 per cent - of those young people agreed with the statement: “People 
in my community care what young people think”. 

For these reasons I wish to discuss the support for youth programs in this State.  On 17 October upstairs in 
Parliament House I conducted a small and modest round table for various persons and organisations involved in 
youth support programs.  The youth round table was very informative to me and I now acknowledge those 
people who attended the round table to better inform my work as spokesperson on youth affairs for the Greens 
(WA).  That round table involved contributions from people such as Karel Ehringa representing Shelter WA; the 
Rev George Davies who works for Perth Inner City Youth Service and the WA Federation of Rural Youth; Mr 
Rob Vernon, who works for the Jobs South West Youth Outreach program; Sue-Hsien Lee representing the 
Developmental Disabilities Council; Mr Elliot Fisher, JP, who is currently preparing a youth strategy for the 
Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup and who has spent a lifetime working with scouts and naval cadets; Elena 
Jeffreys of the Young Greens organisation, who has been involved also with the WA Community Drug Summit 
and a youth project called Gibber; Mr Chime Shore, an active Buddhist teacher who has worked extensively with 
youth and prison programs in the city of Sydney and now works actively in the south west in community-based 
and privately funded youth support programs; Jacky Hicks, who was involved but unable to attend on that day 
and who is a youth worker from my home town of Balingup; and Rose Carnes, the coordinator of the Youth 
Affairs Council of WA. 

These very well informed persons and I sought to identify the critical areas that the State Government must 
examine to seriously address youth issues and, in an era of limited funding for everything, to identify the key 
priorities that can make a difference to the prospects of young people and to seriously tackle some of the root 
causes of the alienation experienced by young people in society today.  We agreed on the following: first, and 
perhaps the most important, is the level of unemployment among young people.  As I have already mentioned to 
the House, Australia has the second highest proportion of unemployed 15 to 19-year-olds among the 25 OECD 
countries. 

Hon J.A. Scott interjected. 
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Hon CHRISTINE SHARP:  We are indeed in the wrong race.  Others have called it the race to the bottom, have 
they not? 

Currently slightly over half of the 20 to 24-year age group have full-time employment.  We all know very well 
that almost everything in society today costs money.  When young people do not have effective disposable 
money to spend beyond the bare necessities, there is very little for them to do and very little activity available to 
lift their self-esteem and provide motivation and support in productive and exciting ways to live their lives.  If 
youth unemployment is an absolutely critical area for government to tackle, I mention two matters that are 
relevant now to the State Government and can effectively make a difference to youth unemployment.  The first is 
that the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection, Hon John Kobelke, is conducting a review into the 
technical and further education training sector. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

Hon CHRISTINE SHARP:  Before the dinner suspension, I was saying that in tackling this critical issue of 
providing more employment opportunities for young people, the review currently being undertaken into the 
TAFE and training sector was an important opportunity to improve the training sector and make it more readily 
available to help some young people get out of the poverty cycle.  I am pleased to note that the Government is 
undertaking this review, although there has been some concern, which I have raised with the minister, about the 
membership of the review panel and the very short time that was given for public input into the review.  
Nevertheless, it provides a golden opportunity to tackle, in particular, supporting enrolment fees for those young 
people who need assistance.  The truth of the matter is that many young people simply cannot afford the 
minimum fee of $500 or thereabouts to enrol in a TAFE training course; $500 is an awful lot of money when a 
person is 17 or 18 years of age.  In addition, in regional areas such as my electorate, transport to TAFE colleges 
is an important issue.  My home town is 70-odd kilometres from the nearest TAFE college, which is in Bunbury.  
Many of our kids go to Bunbury for school and other education, and they travel on the South West Coach Lines, 
which is subsidised by the Government.  There is no subsidy for the South West Coach Lines transport facility 
for teenagers who go to TAFE.  If a young person living in Balingup attends a full-time TAFE course in 
Bunbury, it will cost that young person $5 each way per day; that is, $10 per day or $50 a week.  That is an 
absolutely huge amount for a young person.  It is effectively a barrier to young country kids getting training.  I 
hope that the TAFE review will look at not only support for reducing enrolment fees for those young people who 
need it, but also the need to provide transport subsidies for young people who need to access training facilities at 
some distance.   

I was distressed to learn that the youth employment and mentor services provided by Jobs South West, through 
its Youth Outreach scheme, has just failed to receive funding in the budget for its support of 30 mentors 
throughout south west towns.  The Youth Outreach scheme has been widely recognised as making an 
outstanding contribution to recognising and providing practical support for young people in crisis throughout 
south west towns.  It works by means of paid mentors, who are often professional people who have chosen to 
live in the south west for different lifestyle reasons.  Those people service towns from Capel to Augusta, 
Donnybrook to Pemberton, and Yarloop, Bunbury and Collie.  In other words, they cover the whole south west 
region; or, rather, I should say that they did until July this year.  This service has largely been privately funded 
and this year it lost $75 000 of private funding.  It applied to the Department for Community Development for 
that funding shortfall to be made up by government.  It used two arguments: first, it is widely recognised to be 
doing a critical job in providing direction and real employment opportunities for young people who would 
otherwise seriously run the risk of going astray; and, secondly, because it has cost the Government almost 
nothing in the past, the Government would pick up the tab to ensure that the service continued to function.  
Unfortunately, that expectation has not been delivered, and the services of that critical program in the south west 
region have now been reduced by about half.  That is the first area in the round table that we had in this 
Parliament on 17 October that was identified as the priority for government to help our young people; that is, 
providing them with jobs.   

The second critical priority that we recognised as urgently needing assistance was shelter; that is, low-cost 
housing, crisis accommodation, supported accommodation for young people with disabilities and so on.  At the 
moment, there is a series of impediments to providing young people with low-cost accommodation.  Generally 
speaking, private rental opportunities are far too expensive for young people to afford.  There is a 
commonwealth rent assistance program, but the guidelines for that program are very restrictive, and young 
people are eligible for that assistance only if 70 per cent of their income goes on rent; therefore, it does not apply 
to many people who would nevertheless be worthwhile recipients.   

The need for low-cost public housing is much greater than the supply; in fact, there is a two to three-year waiting 
list for public housing.  A further impediment for youth is that Homeswest will not take those under 18 years of 
age, except in exceptional circumstances.  The minister’s response to me in supplementary questions during the 
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estimates hearing indicated that Homeswest does consider young people under 18 years, and that may well be 
the case at a ministerial level.  However, from what I understand of the day-to-day operations of Homeswest, if a 
person is not 18 years of age, he or she simply does not meet the criteria; yet a very large proportion of homeless 
young people are below the age of 18.   

As has already been debated in this Chamber earlier this evening, the basic funding for public housing is 
inadequate to meet the demand.  Over the past years, the Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement funds have 
been falling every year.  The Minister for Housing and Works referred to that matter during question time.  
However, what the minister overlooked is that matching funds from the State Government, including those in the 
current budget that we are considering, have not been derived from consolidated revenue; in fact, state funding 
for public housing for the past 10 years has been derived from selling assets.  Homeswest has been expected to 
run at a profit.  For 10 years no appropriation has been made from the state budget for low-cost housing.  I 
consider that a disgraceful record.   

Homeswest is selling expensive inner-city public housing in places such as Victoria Park, and buying land in 
cheaper outer-city locations, such as Armadale.  It is replacing its public housing facilities at a lower cost.  In 
that way it has been subsidising the State’s budget.  There has been no direct budget appropriation.  I hope that 
the budget before us tonight will be the last of a series of budgets in which that is the case.  I hope that in the 
budget next year we will see a generous allocation to make up for this appalling low-cost-housing crisis, which is 
facing not only young people but also many other people in this State.  Shelter WA has estimated that 105 000 
people are homeless in Western Australia.  It also estimates that currently about 35 000 of them are young 
people; that is to say, one in three homeless people in Western Australia are youths.  Homelessness does not 
necessarily mean that they are sleeping on the streets, but they are people with no permanent abode who must 
stay with friends or extended family members, move around and that sort of thing. 

There is also a inadequacy of crisis accommodation.  The Government has made a modest contribution in the 
current budget of some $2 million-odd, but that is inadequate for dealing with the number of people involved.  A 
further impediment is that crisis accommodation is often culturally inappropriate for the people who need the 
accommodation.  Two inflexible rules are a real impediment.  The first is the three-month rule applied by most 
crisis accommodation establishments, which means that people cannot stay for longer than three months.  Quite 
a lot of kids are trapped into a situation in which every three months they must move on to another support 
system, reinvent their network, reinvent their stories and reinvent their life patterns.  They are trapped in this 
recycling mode without ever finding any stability in their networks, support systems and shelter. 

Another inflexible problem that is culturally inappropriate is that, from my understanding, virtually no crisis 
accommodation will accept illicit drug taking, yet a significant proportion of homeless young people who need 
crisis accommodation have drug problems.  We are therefore effectively preventing them from having some 
stability and gaining access to support mechanisms that would help them to get their lives on a stable footing, 
which would hopefully lead to a reconsideration of their drug intake.  The blanket rule of one sniff of an illicit 
drug and they are out means that many of the most desperate people are failing to receive the help that they 
require. 

At the present time, a state homelessness task force is in operation.  I understand it will report to Cabinet at the 
end of January 2002.  I have high expectations about what the homelessness task force can achieve.  However, 
the bottom line is that it must be adequately funded to deliver some changes in the shelter crisis and not just 
tinker around the edges.  There must be an expansion of affordable housing and crisis assistance. 

From a couple of sources - papers on students at risk in the education system and the support papers of the 
Community Drug Summit - I have seen references to the kinds of programs that deal with some of the structural 
issues, which are problems facing our young people.  They are much cheaper than dealing with the results of 
ignoring the structural problems, and allowing a decline in aspiration and adoption of alienation, which lead 
ultimately to the juvenile justice system.  The Community Drug Summit papers mention a figure: for every one 
dollar spent on prevention programs, $7 is saved on the justice system. 

We are hoping, once the federal election is complete, as it will be shortly, that the long-awaited outcomes of the 
Community Drug Summit, in the form of the Government’s response, will tackle some of the more conspicuous 
problems of drug taking in our society, such as heroin addiction.  That is just the tip of the iceberg.  Tonight I am 
trying to talk about the iceberg.  I hope that the Community Drug Summit recommendations will look at the 
basic structural impediments that are preventing our young people from having a sense of hope and engagement 
with their own wellbeing and future. 
I acknowledge that the budget contains a capital works appropriation for the Department of Housing and Works 
for 150 new low-cost rental units.  I acknowledge the extensive answers from the Minister for Housing and 
Works and the Minister for Community Development to my supplementary estimates questions on this matter, 
expressing a lot of good intentions.  However, the fact is that the money in the state budget is an absolute 
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pittance in comparison with the money that is needed to tackle the issue of shelter and the estimated $25 million 
a year for 10 years that is necessary to solve this problem in this State. 

The third area that we identified as a priority for government support for youth funding is what I have decided to 
call public space.  This priority is not a funding issue; it is a civil liberties issue.  Over the past few years, we 
have had a gradual but continual erosion of the civil liberties of our young people and a reduction in their ability 
to use and enjoy public space.  One example of this erosion of the civil liberties of young people is the graffiti 
laws that passed through this Chamber, in which the powers of the police to body-search young people on the 
street were extended.  Our motive for doing that was to allow the police to search young people to find not guns 
or knives, but graffiti implements such as felt-tipped pens and spray cans.  We are turning into a police State in 
order to prevent young people from drawing graffiti on the odd wall, yet at the same time we are failing to 
provide our young people with any public space in which they can have a means of self-expression.   
Some people have mentioned to me that the prostitution laws passed by this Chamber last year have also led to 
an erosion of the civil liberties of young people, in the sense that many young women are now finding that those 
laws are being used to harass them and prevent them from hanging out, as it were, in public.  Another example 
that has been raised with me is the use of private security staff on our urban public transport system.  I am told 
that last year, more complaints were made to the state Ombudsman about public transport security staff than 
about any other matter.  Those security staff seem to be a very gung-ho group on the trains, and they particularly 
seem to enjoy harassing our young people.   
Another example is the increasing privatisation of public space in our society.  Instead of having livable 
neighbourhoods with pedestrian precincts in which young people can meet and hang out, we have private 
shopping malls, in which youths with no consumer powers - that is, no money in their pockets - are unwelcome.  
Where else can they go in so many of our suburbs?   
Another example is the populist government moves that feed on the fears that seniors in our society have about 
young people.  Legislation is before the House with regard to that matter, and I look forward to the remarks of 
my colleague Hon Giz Watson when we deal with that Bill.  The number of attacks on seniors is far more limited 
than the legislation and the Government’s approach would have the community believe, yet Governments are 
happy to feed this fear that somehow our young people are dangerous, when they are simply full of the energy 
that young people should have.  Public space is about allowing young people to hang out and having the civil 
right to do so.  It is also, particularly in the city, about having drop-in centres in which young people can feel 
comfortable, can unwind and can feel that they are not being judged, and perhaps even in which they are allowed 
to rage and display energy.  As older people, we need to come to grips a little better with the energy of youth and 
the fact that our young people want to express themselves and make a noise.  That is part of life and how young 
people should behave, and they need to have the space in which to do that.  In particular, they need drop-in 
centres in which they do not need money, because almost every activity that is available to young people 
requires money that they do not have if they do not have a job or parents with enough surplus income to support 
their activities.   

I hope we will see some support for the drop-in centres that are proposed by the Perth Inner City Youth Service, 
for example, and also for the youth workers who are needed to work in those centres.  The first time I met a 
youth worker was a few years ago at Northcliffe, of all places.  He was a young gentleman by the name of Rob 
Dicey.  He was working with the young people in Northcliffe and Pemberton, and his presence at the family 
centre was having a remarkably positive effect on those young people.  There is not a lot for young people in 
Northcliffe to do.  It is a severely disadvantaged community.  However, it had a group of young people who 
could scarcely wait to get out of school to go to the family centre and hang out together, under the inspiration 
and guidance of Rob.  Rob was only a few years older than the kids, and he provided them with good activities, 
motivation and support, yet Rob told me when I met him that he spent about 70 per cent of his working time 
applying for funding to keep his own job and activities going.  That is not good enough.   

There are only eight part-time youth worker positions in the entire State of Western Australia.  Moreover, these 
positions are for youth development officers, not youth workers; that is, they are positions for older people, who 
are passing on to young people information about programs to help them, such as the bond assistance programs 
that are run by the Department of Housing and Works.  However, to my mind there is no substitute for having a 
person, who may be only a little older than the young people themselves, working with those young people, 
getting them motivated and tackling the boredom factor, which is such a dangerous thing in so many of our 
country towns.  I noted recently an article in the South Western Times about drop-in centres in Collie and 
Australind.  In that article, Ms Kristy Herold, whom I have not met, mentions her work at the Escape Drop-in 
Centre at Australind and says -  

My big aim . . . is to draw attention to the need for drop in centres in towns like Collie . . .  

We have a high level of crime and I don’t think it is anything other than boredom.  
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That is why it is so important to provide youth workers who can get our young people motivated to do energetic, 
but nevertheless positive and productive, things.  I think all country members will recognise what I am saying.   

The new State Government is doing a little to address some of the issues that I have raised.  However, the level 
of funding does not exist to back up the good words.  Good words are simply not enough.  There absolutely must 
be funding to go with those good words.  The Greens (WA) will be watching carefully the outcome of the state 
homelessness task force and the technical and further education review.  We have high expectations of what 
those two processes will achieve to tackle some of the systemic structural issues that I have touched on tonight.  

I understand that the Drug Summit recommendations will be released in a matter of days or a couple of weeks.  
If the Government is to take up those recommendations in the spirit in which they were made at the Drug 
Summit, it is important that it commit funding to basic programs and not just the high-profile issues of safe 
injecting rooms, marijuana, law reform and those sorts of matters.  Those issues are important, but they are the 
symptoms and not the causes of the problem.  The Government must address the causes.  At the end of the day, 
that will come down to funding as well as good intentions.  I give the Government a score of four out of 10 for 
its funding for youth in the budget before us tonight.  I will work hard in the intervening months to encourage the 
Government to get a better score in the appropriations for the next financial year.   

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [8.01 pm]:  I will address the House tonight on the inconsistencies 
between what the present Government says and what it does; to put it bluntly, the inconsistency in not putting its 
money where its mouth is.  I am talking about the budget and how, once again, the needs of Western Australians 
are not being met, and fiscal irresponsibility continues.  The Government’s mission for community development 
is listed on page 1164 of the Budget Statements and is to improve the social wellbeing of all individuals, families 
and communities in Western Australia.  They are wonderful words, but what about some action?  Our 
Government is far from improving all people’s wellbeing.   

I do not want to dwell on the Government’s promise not to introduce new taxes because it has been spoken about 
already, but I feel I must use it as an example.  Despite its promise, the Government tried to introduce the 
premium property tax.  That was stopped only through people power - the collective voice of concerned 
individuals - or perhaps through the intervention of Kim Beazley.  This was to be a tax on the family home.  It 
was the most disgraceful thing that I have heard come out of Parliament for a long time.  Is that how we should 
treat our elderly citizens, many of whom served in the armed forces in the First or Second World Wars and who 
put their lives at risk to keep this country free of oppression, so that we, their children, could enjoy the lifestyle 
that we do today?  It was a totally immoral tax.   

The top rate of payroll tax is to be increased from 5.56 per cent to six per cent, despite Treasurers in the eastern 
States reducing their state payroll taxes.  The chief executive of the Western Australian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry has slammed the proposed increase in payroll tax, claiming that it compounds concerns that our 
new Government is anti-business.  They are his words, not mine.  That is coming at a time when those industries 
are desperate for a turnaround in their fortunes.  Newly elected Governments cannot continually blame the 
Government before them for every little problem that occurs.  When will our new Government take 
responsibility for its actions and start improving the social wellbeing of all individuals in Western Australia?  
The Labor Party has been known over the years to do that; at least that was the case in the pre-Whitlam era, but 
it seems to have lost its way.   

The overview given in the community services section of the Budget Statements highlights significant issues and 
trends that are of concern to many people.  Problems include those associated with an ageing population, 
domestic violence - we husbands are at risk - unemployment, underemployment, drug abuse and suicide.  I will 
give a specific example of how society’s wellbeing is not being improved.  There are no increases in financial 
assistance for home family carers.  Home family carers save the state and national Governments an absolute 
fortune.  Instead of people being placed in aged care homes, carers look after their family members as people 
used to do many generations back.  It used to be considered a privilege to look after the older members of one’s 
family.  I believe we have lost a lot in modern times.  Many of the carers are themselves getting older.  They 
have grave concerns about what will happen to their loved ones if they are no longer able to care for them.  I saw 
that myself when my father suffered a major stroke.  I saw what it did to my mother.  We lived a long way from 
town and there were no backup services.  The Government plans to provide in-service courses for carers.  Fair 
go!  An in-service course will not turn somebody into a better carer.  What those carers need is genuine help.  
The carers and aged pension is $416.30 per fortnight for a single and $691 for a couple.  That is the top rate, 
which is means tested on other income streams and assets.  This nominal amount does not begin to cover daily 
living expenses or the loss of an income when someone gives up his job to look after the family member at 
home.  I wonder how many members in this place could live adequately on between $200 and $300 a week.  I 
suggest that very few could do so. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  I could if I gave up drinking. 
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Hon PADDY EMBRY:  However, the Government is expecting people to do just that and is doing little to assist 
our elderly.  Health care across the State is badly off.  Hon Robyn McSweeney told the House on 23 October 
about health funding cutbacks in some areas of the south west region.  She mentioned many places.  I do not 
blame her, but she missed the $800 000 cut to the Wellington Health Service and the $1.2 million budget cut to 
the Bunbury Health Service.  

The south west region is not the only place that will suffer.  The isolated doctor’s grant will be scrapped in areas 
such as Lake Grace.  Lake Grace will miss out because the Government believes that it is not isolated.  That is an 
example of the problem country people have with one vote, one value.  Before a Government says that a place 
like Lake Grace is not isolated, it should go and see how far it is to the next town that offers limited services.  
Driving through Lake Grace does not illustrate anything.  Members need to live there and experience its 
isolation.  I used to think that Lake Grace was the end of the world.  The Ravensthorpe District Hospital has had 
its budget cut in real terms by approximately $105 000.  People there tell me that that could lead to the closure of 
that hospital.  I hope it does not, but it is interesting to consider.  A mine is proposed to be developed south of 
Ravensthorpe where 3 000 people are likely to be employed.  The cuts to the Ravensthorpe District Hospital 
have caused the doctor to decide to leave that town.  That potential mining area will not have a doctor.  The 
community has been advertising in the hope it will get a married couple who are both doctors.  

The Government must look in more detail at situations before it cuts funding left, right and centre.  Funding 
should be cut in a more equitable way.  An amount of $100 000 may be cut from one city hospital, and as bad as 
that may be, it may not necessarily lead to the closure of the hospital.  However, in an isolated area where 
services are limited, it can cause the hospital to close.  I wonder how many members know how far it is to the 
next hospital.  

Another area of concern is the number of homeless in the south west region.  According to the agencies 
responsible for south west accommodation, they are able to help only 28 per cent of young homeless people who 
contact them.  That means they are turning away 72 per cent of young people who approach them for help.  That 
does not sound like the policies of the Labor Government of many years ago.  Funding and the infrastructure in 
the region are hopelessly inadequate and must be improved to address the number of homeless in the south west.  
I see no increases in the budget.  With an annual population growth in the south west of approximately six per 
cent, resources must be increased.  The change in modern legislation required, as discussed on page 1164 of the 
Budget Statements, which reflects contemporary values, is also questionable.  

We all know the Family Court amendment legislation for consenting adults is due to be debated in this place.  At 
a later date I propose to speak on that subject.  However, tonight I inform the House that if that legislation is 
passed, as many people have written to me or phoned me and suggested, the number of young people, boys in 
particular, who will be preyed on will increase.  Therefore, a huge increase in funding for homeless youth will be 
required.  

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  There was a good report on the Liam Bartlett program this morning about that. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  He must have acquired a copy of my speech before the program this morning.  The 
problems that result from unemployment and underemployment are everywhere.  In the Peel region alone, youth 
unemployment is the highest in the State and, I am told, in Australia.  I do not know whether that is true.  
However, one State must have the highest figures. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  Right in the heart of Kim Beazley’s electorate. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  With a conservative estimate of 33.5 per cent, as indicated in the fifth dot point on page 
606 of the budget papers, there are no major programs under way to address this growing problem!  However, 
local governments are concerned about the accompanying problems of crime and violence, which are expected 
to increase markedly as these problems become more and more prevalent.  I have met with chief executive 
officers, shire presidents and mayors in the Peel region and I am sure other members from the south west have 
done the same.  Every one is greatly concerned about the long-term future of that region.  

I refer to the restructuring of the Bunbury office of the Department of Industry and Technology and the loss of 
Kevin Strapp, the regional trade director.  I have known him for many years.  Although I do not share his 
politics, he has done wonders for south west trade.  He has done a tremendous amount of work. 

Hon Barry House:  He has just been retrenched. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I know.  Someone who has the runs on the board has been discarded.  It is a real blow 
for the south west. 

Hon W.N. Stretch:  I think he is to be appointed to another department. 
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Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I hope so.  He has a tremendous amount of expertise in trade.  He will be a great loss to 
the State if he does not work in an area similar to trade. 

Hon Barry House:  That office in Bunbury is being scrapped. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The Government’s restructuring of this position has caused tragic losses to the south 
west region.  The Executive Director of the Bunbury Chamber of Commerce said that the present Government’s 
policies are detrimental to the State.  I tend to agree with him, but I hope he is wrong.  

Bunbury, of all places, a marginal seat well known for the money pumped into it, has suffered a cutback.  The 
Back Beach enhancement project, for example, was initially pledged $7.5 million.  It has been reduced to just 
over $5 million as indicated on page 624 of the budget papers.  I wonder what happened to the other $2 million.  

I do not accept the excuse that the budget has a “black hole”.  One side claims the black hole was a black 
mountain full of money and a AAA credit rating.  Between that and the black hole that the Government talks 
about, there must be something.  The “black hole” is not an excuse for mismanagement.  The mission statement 
of the Minister for State Development, Tourism and Small Business on page 945 of the Budget Statements is to 
facilitate the development of the State’s industries for the benefit of all Western Australians.  

I make the point again: country people are also Western Australians.  E-commerce and the uptake of new 
technologies will not develop in towns where there is high unemployment.  How can people buy goods 
electronically when there is no money to put food on the table, no job to go to each day and, clearly, no future.  
The suicide rate in the country is proof of people’s despair.  The youth suicide rate in the Esperance region is the 
highest, not just in Australia, but in the world.  That is more than an indication that young people believe they do 
not have a good future to look forward to; it is proof. 

I have told members in this place on several occasions that people are leaving rural areas in droves for various 
reasons, such as little or no work and a lack of educational and health services.  I spoke about those matters in 
my maiden speech and I have seen nothing done to eradicate those problems.  I have heard of no inquiry being 
undertaken to determine whether the statements made in my maiden speech were true or false.  I do not speak 
with a false tongue.  I speak from the heart on matters about which I know.  I live in those rural areas and I know 
the situation.  I have seen nothing done to improve the situation.  The State Government is not doing enough to 
assist farmers and people in other industries with tax breaks, economic assistance and other forms of assistance; 
in fact, some forms of assistance have been reduced or taken away.  Some of the communities that I represent - 
my electorate borders some of the worst areas - have suffered high unemployment and its related social problems 
and the worst droughts ever seen in the State, and they have been given very limited financial assistance.  I 
realise that most of the assistance should come from the federal Government, but I do not see the State 
Government out there fighting for it. 

Hon Kim Chance:  You’ve got to be joking! 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I am not joking.  I would have thought that with a Liberal Government in Canberra the 
Government would have been fighting boots and all.  God help the farmers down there if we get a Labor federal 
Government, because the State Government will not fight it. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That’s an outrage! 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I agree; it is an outrage, but it is the truth. 

Hon Kim Chance:  We have met applications for exceptional circumstances on the biggest scale this country has 
ever seen. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Many people in country areas believe that the new Government does not care about 
country people. 

Hon Kim Chance:  We have also committed this year $26 million of state funding to farmers in drought areas.  It 
is an outrage that you would say that. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Order!  The Leader of the House will get his opportunity in due course. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  I suppose I have to throw out a bait.  It is amazing 
how the truth hurts and it is amazing when the bait is big enough that the fish bite. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It was a load of nonsense! 

Hon Frank Hough:  Gropers! 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I will not get into that argument.  I will read from page 225 of the Budget Statements, 
under “Agriculture” - 
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Adverse seasonal conditions for 1999, 2000 and 2001 have and will continue to have a major impact on 
agricultural industries within Western Australia. 

I shall refer to locust damage.  Locusts arrive in summer about the beginning of harvest but their real effect is 
felt the following year.  The previous Government set up a good program for locust warning and to a great extent 
it worked.  However, farmers east of Mukinbudin had a total crop loss because the program did not start early 
enough.  It is a very difficult job to get the timing right.  I say that for members who do not understand the 
problem.  I will not go into the technicalities of it because there is probably not a lot of point; however, it is 
difficult to get the timing of the spraying programs right.  The locusts are called plague locusts.  If members in 
their youth read the Old Testament, they would know that people many years ago suffered crop losses due to 
plague locusts.  It is interesting that when Middle Eastern countries are threatened with a plague of locusts now, 
their armed forces are called in; their air forces are equipped with boom sprays.  It is declared a national 
emergency.  I am afraid that does not occur in Western Australia.  I guess that not enough people live in the 
country to get the help that they need. 

Another serious effect of locusts is what they do to our fragile environment.  Because they arrive early in the 
summer, they eat the ground bare, particularly in the area in which I live.  Many areas of the State basically 
comprise sand on top of loam.  When those areas become bare, the environmental effect of wind is horrific.  Is it 
not better to prevent an environmental disaster in the first place rather than to try to fix it afterwards?  Farmers in 
the wheatbelt are continually blamed because they cleared too many trees.  Mr Deputy President, they were 
obliged in many places to clear every tree.  It was a legislative requirement of freeholding the land.  They could 
not freehold it until every tree was cleared.  Without the freeholds, they had no equity to borrow money from a 
bank.  They were obliged to clear every tree, yet apparently the farmers are the ones who are at fault.  I have a 
friend in the Newdegate area who showed me a yate area of slightly less than 250 acres on his farm.  Good 
farmers do not clear yate country.  He appealed to the appropriate authority because he did not want to clear that 
part of his land.  The inspectors looked at the land, but there was no room for commonsense; they were full of 
red tape.  They said, “No, we can’t freehold your block until you’ve totally cleared it.”  My friend said, “Do you 
mean I have to totally clear these trees today and replant them tomorrow?”  The inspectors said it was his 
problem, and if he wanted to freehold his block he had to clear every tree.  He did that, and the next season he 
had the expense, the work and the ridiculous nonsense of having to replant that area.  Too many decisions 
affecting country people are made somewhere in St Georges Terrace - which seems to be where the bureaucracy 
is, not Harvest Terrace - by people who know nothing about the problems of people in rural areas.  

Hon Ken Travers:  In what year did he have to clear his land? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I do not know.  It was a long time ago. 
Hon John Fischer:  It was conditional-purchase land. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Conditional-purchase land started roughly in the late 1950s and went into the 1960s, 
when the Government released one million acres of rural land each year. 
Hon N.D. Griffiths:  A lot of that was marginal land, which has caused us many problems. 
Hon PADDY EMBRY:  With all due respect, marginal land depends on how well it is farmed.  I have seen the 
best farmer do a wonderful job on the worst bit of land, and a bad farmer make a real mess of a good piece of 
land.  Often people have to thrash the land when there is no proper assistance and care, and they are under 
pressure to send their kids to boarding schools in Perth because there are no schools in their own rural area.  I 
have had to do that myself. 
Hon Frank Hough:  Why aren’t there schools out there? 
Hon PADDY EMBRY:  There are not enough people.  I will be cynical: it may be that there are not enough 
votes.  The member has sidetracked me now. 

The mission statement in the Budget Statements regarding the Department of Agriculture states - 

The Department of Agriculture will accelerate the success of agriculture, food and fibre industries 
through innovations in production, processing, marketing and stewardship of our natural resources. 

This is gobbledegook.  With all due respect, that is verbal diarrhoea - words, words, words.  What we need is 
action.  God knows who can think up verbiage like that.  The rural areas of our great State provide a standard of 
living that other people enjoy.  If an exotic disease such as foot-and-mouth were to appear in Western Australia, 
the cloven-hoofed animals that run wild in our northern regions would spread the virus like wildfire.  Consider 
the problems that countries like Britain have had.  They are small countries with terrain that is not too difficult to 
manage, and even they have had difficulties trying to eradicate the disease.  We would have no hope here.  I 
congratulate Governments on the efforts they have put into sending veterinary surgeons overseas to examine the 
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problem and learn more about it.  However, there are so many other pests and diseases from which assistance is 
being removed. 

Our rural industries are consistently at risk as Governments - not just this Government but also the previous 
Government - consistently cut the budget.  Members on this side of the Chamber have got nothing to smile 
about.  I am consistent.  If I see an error, I do not mind which side of the House it is on and I am honest and I 
will point it out.  Budget cuts are not a new thing and have been going on for successive Labor and Liberal 
Governments. 

Hon John Fischer:  Honest Paddy, good on you. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes, that is right.  In the latest budget it is estimated that there will be a cut to 
agricultural services and such of just under $30 million.  In this State at the moment, agriculture is going through 
its worst time in history.  This is not the action of a sensible business administrator.  This Government should be 
looking after the industries that generate money for this State and making sure that they continue to do so instead 
of being raped and pillaged as they are at the moment.  An example is the Agriculture Protection Board.  Various 
cuts have occurred and more of the trained and experienced staff are being made redundant.  Some shires no 
longer have an APB officer.  Traditionally, these officers lived in a community and were very stable in their 
jobs.  A tremendous amount of trust developed between these people and the farming areas they lived in.  I fear 
this trust is going and these people are becoming thinner on the ground.  Prevention is better than cure, and I see 
this particularly with rabbits. 

Many individuals have left country towns because of the combined effect of droughts, bad seasons, frosts and the 
extremely low wool prices.  In the past 12 years, last year was the only year that wool prices were above the cost 
of production.  We were very lucky last year as we sold our wool for the highest price ever.  The price for selling 
wool at the same time this year is almost exactly half.  One of greatest industries in this country has been at 
grave risk for 11 out of 12 years.  New Zealand is another example.  Did we not all laugh and joke and make 
“baa” noises at New Zealand - there are very few sheep left in New Zealand.  Even if the prices improve, it will 
unfortunately be too late for many of the people who live there.  Many of the farmers’ sons these days ask their 
fathers “Why are we running sheep?  I left school 10 years ago, and they have showed us a profit only one year 
in 10.” 

The rabbits are the greatest pest that this country has ever seen but we are seeing all sorts of cuts and changes 
because of part-privatisation.  The supply of the poison to lay a trail for the eradication of rabbits is sold to an 
individual on a small holding for $40 per kilometre.  This is far too expensive for broadacre farming; 100 
kilometres would cost $4 000.  When the laying of poison trails was not privatised and was the responsibility of 
the Agriculture Protection Board, it was supplied at a cost of $600 per 100 kilometres.  There is a difference, and 
that difference is privatisation - $600 per 100 kilometres before privatisation, and $4 000 per 100 kilometres 
after privatisation.  There are budget cuts and poor seasons, and people do not have the money to get rid of 
rabbits.  The mistake of narrow road verges was not made in many of the newer land areas.  A rabbit is a 
declared pest and it is the responsibility of the landowner to keep rabbits under control.  Generally, they do not 
live in the paddocks, but on the roadside.  However, we cannot go to the roadsides to do anything about them 
because all hell would break loose with all the do-gooders under the sun.  If a person tried to clear a bit of land 
by moving in his tractor to rip into the burrows, we would be led to think that it was the end of the world.  
However, the owner of the roads and roadsides - I do not care whether we call the owner the Queen or the State 
Government - will not move in to do anything about the rabbits.  The road owner will not do what it expects the 
landowner to do.  The roadsides are where the rabbits live, and the paddocks are where the rabbits eat.   

Hon Frank Hough:  The Greens might make the rabbit a protected species.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Hon Frank Hough would have to speak to the Greens about that one.   

The mission statement regarding education on page 1057 of the Budget Statements states that the Government 
will -  

. . . ensure that our students develop the knowledge, skills and confidence to achieve their individual 
potential and contribute to society.  

Once again, that sounds brilliant - we must live in utopia.  Is this possible for all students when anomalies exist 
between country and city education?  Before children even reach school they experience anomalies with school 
buses.  I have already given examples of what happens to kids whose parents have to drive them in excess of 100 
kilometres to and from school.  I spoke on that subject in the House not too long ago.  What a great start to 
education for five-year olds!  Schoolkids are not meant to travel more than an hour on a school bus, but some 
country children spend nearly two hours on their school bus.  How many people in the city would like their five-
year-old to travel three hours to get to school and three hours to return home?  These children are so tired that 
they cannot eat properly - just imagine it.  The Government will have to imagine it because it does not 
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experience it.  I have experienced it and I have seen it.  However, the Government does not listen.  It does not go 
out and have a look, yet it makes all these rules.  These rules are not the fault of only the State Government - 
many rules in education are a combination of federal and State Governments.  I am talking about Governments 
generally.   

A party like One Nation would not have come into existence if Governments had been doing a good job.  One 
Nation exists - and is needed - because of the total inadequacy, mismanagement and lack of understanding that 
exists.  I would have absolutely loved it if I had not become involved in politics.  I did not want to come to 
Parliament.  However, I saw it as part of my duty.  I was brought up in a family in which a person’s duty to his 
or her country was number one.  I saw my country and community slowly being destroyed - and it did not matter 
whether it was a Labor or Liberal Government in office.  These parties are having a race to see which one can 
destroy our country first.  They are doing well, because people are leaving left, right and centre.  Governments 
have voiced concern that country children do not perform to the level of city students.  Of course they do not; I 
have just told the House how they begin their schooling with four to five hours of travelling.  What a wonderful 
start!  There is also the issue of the roads upon which they travel, and the kangaroos that their parents have to 
dodge to get them to school.   

Another inequity comes about because of the method used to employ teachers.  I know about this because my 
wife taught for many years in three different countries.  She has taught every level, from kindergarten to tertiary, 
and in both the public and private systems of education.  She is a very experienced teacher.  She used to be proud 
to be a teacher.  When our children became old enough to decide what they wanted to do with their lives, she 
told me she would be absolutely devastated if one of them wanted to become a teacher.  Teachers around the 
world are traditionally the lowest paid of all the major professional groups.  It is a crazy situation.  Nothing is 
done to fix the situation.  I want the situation fixed.  We talk about the Knowledge Nation, but such things start 
with teachers.  Teachers are underpaid.  If Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich were here tonight she would agree with me.  It 
is a never-ending story. 

Promotion within the Department of Education used to be through qualification and time of service.  It is no 
longer the case; it is done through promotion by merit.  It has a wonderful ring to it - they are lovely words.  It 
really means how well one sucks up to the boss.  I have seen it in many cases. 

Hon Ken Travers:  How would the member do it? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The previous system was far better, although it was not perfect.  Traditionally, teachers 
were posted to the bush.  It put them on a faster track for promotion.  Their priority for being posted back to the 
city occurred when their eldest child was about to begin high school.  That situation has gone.  It is very difficult 
for country teachers to get back to the city.  A lot of teachers do not want to be posted to the country as they 
cannot afford it.  Teachers stuck in the country are not paid enough to cover boarding school fees for their 
children.  That has happened to many of my friends who are teachers.  They end up resigning from the 
department. 

I am telling a sad story, although I am an optimist by nature.  A significant issue raised at page 1057 of the 
Budget Statements is that young people face strong competition for places in the work force after they complete 
their secondary education.  High levels of competence and life skills are necessary for finding and retaining jobs 
or undertaking further studies.  How can country children be on a par with those from the city when they have to 
leave the security of their home, family and friends to get a job or undertake tertiary education? 

I tell the House a story about my eldest son.  When he received his last four years of primary education, there 
were four grades in his class.  The teacher taught four grades at the same time.  The children were taught to pay 
attention only if they were mentioned.  The grade 4 children would carry on with their work if the teacher was 
talking to the grade 5, 6 or 7 children.  My son is also a little deaf.  When he attended high school in Perth, the 
class would be instructed to do something and he thought it did not apply to him because he was not mentioned.  
All these problems may seem small but they are real in practice.  Country children have to make a lot of 
adjustments when they attend big schools.  My son was in grade 5 before there was another boy in his classroom. 

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  Lucky boy. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  He was not interested in girls at that stage, honourable member.  It is not a balance; it is 
not the normal thing.  It is not what people are used to.  It is the same when they attend a tertiary institution.  
Tertiary students from the country find studying far more expensive.  Many city students start their studies while 
they are still living at home.  When they are old enough and do not want the authority of their parents, they move 
into a flat.  It probably only lasts about a semester and then they come back home because they find it is too 
expensive.  That is what country kids have to do.  Due to the wool prices, my second son had to pay for his 
university education.  He waited a year and then he got a job.  In one year, he worked in five part-time jobs in 
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Perth.  As a parent I am a bit ashamed of that.  It makes me feel terrible that we just could not help him.  We had 
to concentrate on trying to send the younger children to boarding school. 

Hon John Fischer:  As a genuine Australian, you should have been proud that you brought him up in the manner 
that you did. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I am proud of that, but as a parent I can assure members that it is not a nice feeling.   

Hon Ken Travers:  There are lots of parents like that, and not just in the country. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Not a lot of parents in the city have kids who cannot catch a bus to the university or get 
on a pushbike.  We happen to live a six-hour drive from the university.  That is a long way to walk or go on a 
pushbike every day and then push the bike home again.  Come on, there is a huge difference!  Be a little bit 
realistic.  Having made a comment like that, the member may think Lake Grace is not isolated.  It is 
unbelievable. 

Hon John Fischer:  Of course, some of these people have never been to the country. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I would like to say a lot more but my emotions are beginning to get to me.  I should not 
have mentioned my family.  People might think I do not have feelings, but I do.  I have seen how my children 
have suffered because of inequality brought about for many reasons.  Having said that, I think I will finish now.  
Thank you. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon B.K. Donaldson. 
 


